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Mr. Caves insinuation.
[A.D.173J
I
«Small Account,' and which contains one article, ' Sept. 91! Mr. Cave laid down is. 6d.' There is subjoined to this accoun1 a list of some subscribers to the work, partly in Johnson's hand writing, partly in that of another person; and there follows a lea or two on which are written a number of characters which hav the appearance of a short hand, which, perhaps, Johnson wa then trying to learn.
'To ME. CAVE.
< SIR,
' Wednesday.
' I did not care to detain your servant while I wrote an answer t your letter, in which you seem to insinuate that I had promised moi than I am ready to perform. If I have raised your expectations by ar thing that may have escaped my memory, I am sorry; and if yc remind me of it, shall thank you for the favour. If I made fewi alterations than usual in the Debates, it was only because there appcarei and still appears to be, less need of alteration. The verses to Lac Firebrace1 may be had when you please, for> you know that such subject neither deserves much thought, nor requires it.
' The Chinese Stories2 may be had folded down when you please send, in which I do not recollect that you desired any alterations to 1 made.
' An answer to another query I am very willing to write, and had co suited with you about it last night if there had been time ; for I thir it the most proper way of inviting such a correspondence as may be i advantage to the paper, not a load upon it.
* As to the Prize Verses, a backwardness to determine their degre
of merit is not peculiar to me.    You may, if you please, still have wh
I can say; but I shall engage with little spirit in an affair, which I sh;
hardly end to my own satisfaction, and certainly not to the sadsfaclii
of the parties concerned3.
'As to Father Paul, I have not yet been just to my proposal, but ha
met with impediments, which, I hope, are now at an end; and if yi
find the progress hereafter not such as you have a right to expect, yi
can easily stimulate a negligent translator.
1 They afterwards appeared in the Gent. Mag. [viii. 486] with this title —Verses to Lady Firebrace, at Bnry Assizes. DOSWELL.
" Du Haldc's Description of China was then publishing by Mr. Cave in weekly numbers, whence Johnson
was to select pieces for the embcllis ment of the Magazine. NiCHO' BOSWELL.
3 The premium of forty pour proposed for the best poem on ( Divine Attributes is here alluded NICHOLS. BOSWELL.arious Authours, both printed and     cuted. Subscriptions are taken in manuscript. By S, Johnson, i. The     by Mr. Dodsley in Pali-Mall, Mr. work will consist of two hundred     Rivington in St. Paul's Church-yard, sheets, and be two volumes in     by E. Cave at St. John's Gate, and quarto, printed on good paper and     the Translator, at No. 6, in Castle-letter. 2. The price will be 18.f, each     street, by Cavendish-square.' Bos-volume, to be paid, half-a-guinea at     WELL.
